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Methodology
• 8 months fieldwork in 

Laikipia, Kenya in 2019
• 5 main locations
• 106 interviews, FGDs 

and life histories 
• Mixed climatic zones
• Cross-section society



Environmental change • 85% respondents – water a major challenge
• 12% migrants – water a reason for moving

Water is the main issue in Laikipia, but a 
range of factors co-produce movements

• Privatisation of land
• Economic decline
• Transport and communications
• Gender and generational changes

What does this tell us? 
• Choice and coercion
• Multi-causality, not just the environment



Movements

• Under pressure > diversified 
livelihoods
• Uneven distribution of resources 

and opportunities > mobile 
livelihoods

Olampaa
Subsistence pastoralism
chicken farming ($2,400)

Daily – 0km distance

Oldonyiro
Trading at market ($40)
Weekly - 40km distance

Kimanjo
Trading at market ($40)
Weekly – 25km distance

Dol Dol
Trading at market ($40) 
Accessing health care

Weekly – 20km distance

Nanyuki
Collect remittances ($1,200)

Monthly – 47km

Il Polei
Schooling and markets

Daily – 10km

What does this tell us? 
1. Movements are internal, short-

distance, bi-directional
2. Livelihoods are mobile, plural and 

rural-urban



Connections

What does this tell 
us? 
1. Mobility rather 

than migration
2. Livelihoods are 

about 
connections as 
well as activities

3. Livelihoods are 
relational and 
collective

Rural Urban Household Livelihood: FAR-RU-R-04-Baraka
Support

1 sends food ($40) seasonally
2 sends $100 monthly to buy food

Patterns of connection: 1 & 2

Communication
1 and 2 talk by phone weekly, and 

visit each other once a year

Support
1 sends food ($100) seasonally

3 sends money ($70) seasonally to buy food

Patterns of connection: 1 & 3

Communication
1 and 3 talk by phone and visit each other 

weekly

Support
5 provides seasonal farm labour

Patterns of connection: 1 & 5

Communication
1 and 5 live together and talk daily

Support
1 sends money ($70) monthly to buy food

Patterns of connection: 1 & 6

Communication
1 and 5 talk by phone daily and visit each other 

on a seasonal basis

1
68 year-old 
subsistence 

farmer & 
labourer
BARAKA

2
40 year old 

business 
owner

NAIROBI

4
45 year old 

casual 
labourer
BARAKA

3
33 year old 

trader
ICHUGA

5
19 yr old boda

driver (daily 
migrant)
BARAKA/
NANYUKI

6
28 year old 

business 
owner

NANYUKI

7
25 year old 

business 
owner

NANYUKI

Support
1 sends money ($50) monthly to buy food

7 sends money ($100) monthly to buy food 

Patterns of connection: 1 & 7

Communication
1 and 7 talk by phone daily and visit monthly



Policy implications

• Support mobile livelihoods

• Incorporate political economy 
and historical analyses 

• Take into account (unintended) 
repercussions on connected 
people or places

• Use labels and categories with 
care


