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We, the undersigned, express deep concern over the role that certain security-focused think 
tanks are playing within current UK Government policy, the problematic nature of their 
research methodologies, and the negative impact we believe they are having on human rights, 
equality and security in British society.  

Representing a wide range of professionals active within or connected to academia, research 
and civil society, we wish to highlight the seemingly poor, insufficient or deficient 
methodologies being used in reports by such groups, many of which are directly influencing 
national-level policy and discussion in the British media and Government.  

At a time of heightened concern over growing divisions in society caused by racism, 
polarisation and structural inequality, the need for accurate research and findings is important 
in us understanding how to respond. Particular concern has been raised about the methods 
of groups such as the now-defunct Quilliam, the Henry Jackson Society and Policy Exchange, 
who hold a privileged position in policy-making and continue to directly influence national-
level policy and discussion in the UK media and Government.  

This open letter requests that MPs and journalists recognise the many concerns held by 
community groups and academics about the privileged position held by such groups - who, 
often, hold charity status despite seemingly aligning with partisan positions and engaging in 
political actions. We wish to see the democratisation of policy-building, where political parties 
work directly with the rich array of independent researchers, academics and community 
groups in Britain, to create more impactful and positive policy.  

Particular concern is raised over the following incidences that have occurred in relation to 
such think tanks:  

• Falsely identifying organisations, individuals or community groups – particularly 
those linked to Muslim and minority communities – as “extremist” or spreading 
“extremist subject matter” within high-profile reports.  

• Wrongly claiming that universities are “hotbeds of Islamic extremism” and seeking to 
“ramp up fears of extremism” in a way which negatively impacts Muslim and 
minority students. In a Home Affairs Committee in the UK Parliament, these claims 
were found to be “unfounded in the expertise and experience of the sector and the 
experience of students” by Universities UK.  

• Supporting and amplifying Far Right tropes, such as falsely suggesting that Muslim 
or Pakistani-heritage men disproportionately engage in child sexual grooming – in a 
report later critiqued as “a case study in bad science” and debunked by the Home 
Office’s own findings.  

• Holding significant links to Far Right platforms and think tanks such as Breitbart and 
the Middle East Forum – some of which have openly espoused Islamophobic views 
and offered support to Far Right individuals such as Tommy Robinson in the UK and 
Geert Wilders in the Netherlands.  



• Stoking the mobilisation of Far Right groups, such as the English Defence League 
(EDL) into targeting Muslim-related events and venues, with literature being used by 
Far Right groups to harass and intimidate Muslim societies in at least seven 
universities.  

• Attacking Muslim charities, claiming that "Islamist extremists exploit the UK 
charitable sector" and that British taxpayers have given “more than £6 million to 
charities that… have been… used by extremists to further their radical agenda”.  

Such groups clearly hold a vastly privileged position, reported as running lobbying events 
with MPs and receiving significant payments from the Home Office and successive UK 
Governments. We are concerned at the influence that such groups have within the current 
British Government and the potential implication this has for democratic transparency, 
equality and polarisation in the UK. 

We call on MPs and journalists to distance themselves from such security-focused think 
tanks around which concerns have been raised.  

We ask MPs and journalists to raise these concerns with the UK Government, so as to 
challenge the role such security think tanks play in policymaking.  

And we call on MPs and journalists to commit to working with the vast array of community 
groups, local charities and independent academics, who provide a wealth of knowledge 
and experience about recent developments in British society. 

 

Signatories 

Aaron Winter 
 

Alice Finden 
 

Alison Scott-Baumann 
 

Andrew Delatolla 
 

Anna Meier 
 

Anne Hollows 
 

Asif Pandor 
 

Aurelien Mondon 
 

Ben Whitham 
 

Caitlin Procter 
 

Catherine Charrett 
 

Christian Henderson 
 

Claudia Radiven 
 

Daniel Sohege 
 



David Ring 
 

Dr Andrew Delatolla 
 

Dr Aurelien Mondon 
 

Dr Ismail Patel 
 

Dr Khadijah Elshayyal 
 

Dr Layla Aitlhadj 
 

Dr Lisa Stampnitzky 
 

Dr Naaz Rashid 
 

Dr Rehana Parveen 
 

Dr Rizwaan Sabir 
 

Dr Rob Faure Walker 
 

Dr Sadek Hamid 
 

Dr Salman Al-Azami 
 

Dr. Catherine Charrett 
 

Dylan Marshall 
 

Ella Cockbain 
 

Emma Kluge 
 

Erica Rodigari 
 

Fahad Ansari 
 

Fatima Ahdash 
 

Fatima Khan 
 

Fella Lahmar 
 

Fraser McQueen 
 

Galina Selivanova 
 

Giulio Castelli 
 

Ian Law 
 

Ilyas Nagdee 
 

Inés Bolaños Somoano 
 

Isobel Ingham-Barrow 
 

Jan Daniel 
 



Joan Braune 
 

John Holmwood 
 

John L Esposito 
 

Khadijah Elshayyal 
 

khizar ansari 
 

Kim A. Wagner 
 

Layla Aitlhadj 
 

Lily Barker 
 

Lola Avril 
 

Lorenzo Cuppi 
 

Lorenzo Piccoli 
 

May Tamimova 
 

Mobashra Tazamal 
 

Muzammil Quraishi 
 

Naaz Rashid 
 

Philomène Franssen 
 

Priya Sara Mathews 
 

Prof. Kim A. Wagner 
 

Professor S.Sayyid 
 

Rehana Parveen 
 

Reza Zia-Ebrahimi 
 

Richard McNeil-Willson 
 

Rizwaan Sabir 
 

Salah Ben Hammou 
 

Sheheen Kattiparambil 
 

Shehla Khan 
 

Silvia D'Amato 
 

Simone Spera 
 

Somdeep Sen 
 

Sophia Fehrenbach 
 



Sophia Woodman 
 

Tarek Younis 
 

Tariq Modood 
 

Tina Magazzini 
 

Todd Green 
 

Yara Hawari 
 

Anonymous University of Trento 

Anonymous 
 

Anonymous University of Southern Denmark 

Anonymous World Trade Institute 

Anonymous 
 

Anonymous University of Southern Denmark 

Anonymous 
 

Anonymous Sciences Po 

Anonymous European University 

Anonymous University of Exeter 

Anonymous Chatham House 

Anonymous University of Kent 

Anonymous 
 

Anonymous 
 

Anonymous Universitat Oberta de Catalunya 

Anonymous 
 

Anonymous University of Southern Denmark 

Anonymous University of Vienna 

Anonymous University of Sheffield 

Anonymous University of Swansea 

Anonymous European University 

Anonymous Central European University 

Anonymous University of Portsmouth 

Anonymous University of Exeter 



Anonymous University of Southern Denmark 

Anonymous 
 

Anonymous University of Warwick 

Anonymous University of Kent 

Anonymous European University Institute 

Anonymous University of Warwick 

 

 


